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I was right behind the 48 Battalion I remember. 


When we left the tunnel people finally moved 


the traffic and we continued into Manhattan and 


turned up West Street. We parked the car on West 


Street, south of the towers. Both towers were 


burning as we got out of the car. There were body 


parts in the street on West Street at this early 


part. So the only thing I could figure was that 


these people wer ither people in the plane or 


people who were driven out of the building. There 


were no jumpers at this time. 


I reported up to the command post, which was on 


the west side of West Street and I stayed there for 


a little while. Eventually -- 
Q. Who did you see there? Do you remember 
anybody you saw there? 


A. Chief Ganci. I spoke to Chief Ganci. He 


said stand fast. With that people started jumping 
out the windows from above the fire, splattering on 
the sidewalk. It was a scene like I had never seen 


before. 


I watched seven or eight people. To tell you 


the truth I didn't feel like watching it anymore so 


I went to Chief Ganci and I said, "Do you have 


Henry 
anything for me to do?" He said, "Yes. Go into the 


Marriott Hotel and make sure the units are on 
Channel 1 and Channel 3" I believe he said. The 
Safety Chief was with him handing me a paper. Chief 
Turi, I think. He handed me a paper with the two 
frequencies on it. 


We had to walk south on West Street to avoid 


being hit by people jumping out of the window. My 


aide and I walked south on West Street, we got near 


a walk-over bridge. We ran across the street and we 


entered the Vista/Marriott Hotel from the side of 


the building to avoid the front where the peopl 


were coming down. W ntered the Vista Hotel 
through the bar and into the center portion of the 
hotel. I gave the report to Chief Galvin. He was 


in the command post, inside of the Vista Hotel. 


He told me he wanted me to go to the 70th floor 
of building 2 -- of building 1, I believe and check 
on certain companies. I don't remember the company, 
but one company I remember was Ladder 122. They 


were supposed to be up there. I found out later 


that they had not left the lobby area at that time. 


I found this out later on. 


So I asked him how to get to Tower 1 and he 
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directed me to my left, the left side of the Vista. 


I turned for a minute to talk to my aide. To tell 


him where you're going and everything and with that 


the Vista Hotel collapsed. It collapsed on my left 
side and on my right side. In the middle where me 
and my aide John Picarello were it did not collapse. 
It went completely black. You couldn't see your 
hand in front of your face. I was actually right 


next to the collapse. It tore my helmet off my head 


and it through the light out of my hand. I still 


had my mask. I had no light. I couldn't see 
anything. 


Fortunately a couple of the workers that were 


with us had small flashlights, which I took one of 


the flashlights, I tried to calm everybody down and 


I told them we had to find a way out. Chief Brian 


O'Flaherty found a door behind the main desk of the 


hotel. The door led to a stairway going down -- 


quite a long stairway going down to the -- I thought 


it was the basement of the Vista Hotel. 


He ran down and I stayed near th I ran to 


the bottom of the stairs and stayed near the bottom 


of the stairs. I instructed one of the workers from 


the building who had a light to stay at the top of 
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the stairs. 
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did not know that World Trade Center number 2 had 
collapsed already. I thought the only thing that 
collapsed was the Vista Hotel that I was in. If I 


had known, 


there looking at Tower 1 and watching it 


So stuff was coming down, equipment 


down, 


was going to get hit with some of it. 
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was like a portico 
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over part of the hotel -- part of the Trade Center. 
It was a substantial portico. It was held up with 


four small posts, as I remember, and I got under 
that so I would not be hit by anything. The only 


two people who were under that was myself anda 


fellow who I learned later was a dispatcher from the 
Jersey City Fire Department. He was taking 
pictures. I called my aide on my radio and he was 
the first person I got through to the whole day. I 
had a lot of radio trouble. When I got through to 


him I asked him if he was out and if the other 


people who were with us were out. He said yes, 


everybody was out. They all got out the same way 


that I got out. The only difference was I walked 
away from building 1. I assumed I was walking -- I 
was walking south. I assume. I might not be wrong. 


I didn't end up there. I ended up over here 


(indicating). 

I assume I was walking southeast, away from the 
Trade Center. I could be wrong on that. But I was 
walking away from tower number 1. With that I heard 
this noise like a freight train coming. The fellow 


who was taking the pictures started to run and I 


started to run. Within one second this whole 


Henry 
portico collapsed to the floor, pinned me to the 


floor. My face was 6 inches off the floor as rocks 


and rubble and everything were rolling past me. The 


only thing that kept me alive was when this came 


down, when this thing came down on top of me, 


apparently it hit something and it stopped about 


3 feet above me. It wasn't that. It was another 


thing. It was over here somewher (indicating). 
So what happened was I laid there, pulled the 
helmet over my head, waited for all this rubble to 


pass by. All these rocks and everything were 


rolling. Shortly thereafter they stopped and this 


big cloud of dust where you couldn't see anything, 


it was like a fog, permeated the area. I decided I 


better try to crawl out of there. My legs were 
pinned a little bit. Not too bad. I was able to 
get them loose and I crawled towards where I felt 


cold air on the side of my face and I crawled and 


crawled and crawled and I finally got out into the 


open air and I saw either Ladder Engine 9 or Engine 
6. I'm not sure. It was an one-digit number. It 
was either © or 9. The engine was running and the 
lights were flashing, but the amount of debris on 


the side of it was 30 to 40 feet high. I could not 
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get into the rig, which was my intention, to get 


into the rig and call on the department radio. 
My next thought was, well, maybe I should crawl 
under the rig to protect me from anything else that 
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was falling. The engine was running and I thought 


that if I crawled under the rig I might die from 


carbon monoxide poisoning. So at that point I 


continued -- I said I just better continue crawling 


away. I kept crawling away, crawling away and then 


finally I got to the outside. I got to the fresh 
air. I could see the clear blue sky. 


Just before that I had something had fallen 


across my back. It gave me a terrific welt across 
my back and it was very painful. I could hardly 


crawl, but I had to crawl to get away from it. I 


crawled a little more and I was out into -- I saw 
the clear blue sky. The first thing I saw in the 


clear blue sky was three fighter planes coming over 


and I said, "Geez, what happened? Are we at war? 
What is it?" 

I crawled a little more and I found the guy who 
was the dispatcher from Jersey City. He was laying 
on the floor on his back, telling me he thinks he 


was having a heart attack. I was in no position to 
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help him. I could hardly walk. I told him to clear 


all the dust and debris out of his mouth and lay 


there quietly and try to breathe some fresh air and 


that he would be all right. So he did that and we 


both laid there. I told him that somebody would 


come to get us shortly. We laid there for a 
substantial amount of time because apparently 
everybody on West Street was either dead or 
incapacitated. We laid there, I would estimate, at 
least 15 minutes and nobody came. 

Finally I saw a fireman and I waved to him. 
The fireman came and I told him we needed two back 
boards. He said, "I'll be right back." He left and 
he didn't come back for another 15 minutes. I guess 


here was so much confusion and so few people around 


ct 


that he had a lot of trouble getting the back board. 


Anyway, finally he came back. To make a long story 


short, they put us on the back boards and they 


walked, they walked, they put us on two separate 


backboards and they walked with us it seemed like 


forever. A long, long time. All I could see was 
the blue sky and they put us in an ambulance. In 
the ambulance was a woman, an office worker who was 


very, very upset and a male office worker who told 
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me that he had come down from the 25th floor. They 


loaded us and those two people and shortly after 


that we left and they took us. 


There was all sorts of crazy rumors going on. 


The EMS woman in the ambulance told me that the 


Beekman Downtown Hospital had just been blown up so 


they wanted to take us to outlying hospitals. Now I 
ended up in Columbia Presbyterian Hospital, the Alan 
Pavilion, which is not where regular Columbia 


Presbyterian is. It's 220th Street, way above the 


regular Columbia Presbyterian. So I went from one 
ends of Manhattan to the other end of Manhattan. I 
was in terrific pain. My back was killing me. So 


when I get to the hospital I was X-rayed and I got 
cleaned up, all the stuff was washed out of my 
mouth. I was given an MRI for my neck and X-rays 
for my back. They told me nothing was broken in my 


back. It certainly felt like it was. 


And with that, this is all taking a long period 


of time. With that we're into, by the time I'm 


treated they were into maybe four or five o'clock, I 


guess, in the afternoon. My brother Captain James 


Henry, 149 Truck, he found out where I was and he 


came up to get me. He came up to the hospital. || 
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MES they wanted me to stay in 


the hospital that night. I said, "No, I can't stay. 


T gotta get cut, 
Ric), chee, 1 signed myselt 


out and my brother drove me home still in my 


hospital gown and my boots and that's basically what 


happened. I got home and waited for Joey and Joey 


was never found. That's it. 
Q. Anything else? 
A. That's it. 


MR. LAKIOTES: That takes care of it 
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then. I thank you. That concludes the 


interview. It's approximately 1230 hours. 


